
Budesonide was prescribed to your pet today. Click this link for more information: 
URL: https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/default.aspx?pid=19239&id=4952315 
 
How this Medication is Used: 
Budesonide is typically given once daily for the treatment of inflammatory bowel 
disease. There is also an inhalational form that can be used in treating feline 
asthma. 
 
Side Effects: 
Corticosteroid side effects include excessive thirst, appetite, and urination. 
Excessive effects include the signs of Cushing's disease: hair loss on the trunk, 
pot-bellied appearance, and thin skin in more advanced stages. In cats, particularly, 
steroid exposure can induce diabetes mellitus. Theoretically, the whole reason for 
using budesonide over a conventional corticosteroid is to avoid the above issues but 
if enough steroid is absorbed into the body. 
 
Interactions with Other Drugs: 
Drugs that interfere with the liver's ability to remove budesonide will lead to 
increased corticosteroid activity in the body. Drugs that have this effect include 
erythromycin (an antibiotic); cimetidine (an antacid); ketoconazole, fluconazole, and 
itraconazole (antifungals);and diltiazem (a heart medication). 
 
Concerns and Cautions: 
Budesonide should be stored at room temperature. 
Do not refrigerate. If you use a compounded product, store it according to pharmacy 
instructions. 
If you miss a dose, do not double up on the next dose. Simply give the medication 
when it is remembered or pick up with the next dose, allowing at least the proper 
interval between doses according to the label instructions. 
Small animals require small doses of budesonide. A compounding pharmacy is 
frequently necessary to prepare an appropriately sized capsule. Budesonide would 
seem to be ideal for a patient that is intolerant of corticosteroid side effects (such as 
a patient with diabetes mellitus, an active infection, or any other condition that might 
be exacerbated by corticosteroids) but be aware that budesonide is not fully without 
corticosteroid activity. 
Budesonide should not be used during pregnancy. 
Liver disease may increase the potential for corticosteroid side effects seen with 
budesonide. 
For budesonide to work properly, the capsules should not be opened or crushed. 


