Buprenorphine (Buprenex) was prescribed to your pet today. Click this link for more
information:

URL:

https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/doc/?id=4952394 &pid=19239125fa063-0888-4bb8-ad18-7
142ba5f6761.1735917810

What is this medication used for:

This drug can be used for pain control as an oral drop or spray especially for a cats. Buprenorphine is absorbed
directly from the oral tissues (swallowing is not necessary) so a small amount of buprenorphine can be squirted
in the cheek pouch. This is typically done 2-3 times daily. This method of administration is generally believed to
work better in cats than dogs.

A newer product for cats (Zorbium®) employs a top-spot format. It is applied in the hospital and provides four
days of pain relief from a single application. This product is available for cats between 2.6 Ibs and 16.5 Ibs and
is meant for pain relief at home following surgical procedures. Since the dose is administered in the hospital,
the convenience of this product is especially attractive.

Side Effects:

Approximately 2/3 of people using this medication experienced drowsiness. Pets may have a similar
experience.

Any narcotic has potential to reduce body temperature so the patient may need to be kept warm.
Buprenorphine can cause a drop in heart rate as well as in blood pressure.

Because respiratory depression is a possible side effect, buprenorphine should not be used in patients with
respiratory compromise, including respiratory compromise from heart failure or head trauma. Respiratory
depression from buprenorphine would be unusual in normal patients.

Buprenorphine is removed from the body through the liver. Patients with liver disease will have prolonged
effects.

Naloxone can be used to reverse the side effects of this or any other narcotic.

Interactions With Other Drugs:
The sedation side effect is more severe if this medication is used in conjunction with other medications that

have a sedating side effect, including antihistamines.

Buprenorphine should not be used with selegiline or any other monoamine oxidase inhibitor because a
potentially dangerous blood pressure situation called serotonin syndrome can result. A two-week waiting period
is recommended if buprenorphine or any other narcotic is to be used in a patient on such a drug (usually a dog
with canine cognitive dysfunction taking seligiline). Other compounds that could be problematic in this way
include tick control products containing amitraz or the pain reliever tramadol.

The following drugs can increase blood levels of buprenorphine: ketoconazole, itraconazole, fluconazole (all
antifungals), and erythromycin (an antibacterial antibiotic).

Concerns and Cautions:

Buprenorphine should be stored at room temperature and protected from light exposure.

Buprenorphine definitely crosses the placenta to the unborn young and is secreted in the mother's milk,
possibly in a concentrated form. It is thus best not used in pregnancy or lactation.

Opiates should be used with caution in patients with hypothyroidism, hypoadrenocorticism, or who are
generally debilitated.

Transmucosal delivery of buprenorphine in cats is as reliable as injection, but in dogs, only about 50 percent of
the buprenorphine is absorbed into the body from the mouth. This route might still be useful if dose adjustments
are taken into consideration.

If you skip a dose by accident, do not double up on the next dose. Instead, simply pick up at the next dose as
normal.



