
Cephalexin was prescribed to your pet today. Click this link for more information: 
URL: 
https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/doc/?id=4951420&pid=192394258460a-181d-4cb0-8d4a-0
1432f340d92.1735569357 
 
What is this medication used for: 
Cephalexin is a good broad-spectrum antibiotic, which means it is useful in many types of 
uncomplicated infections. It is especially useful against Staphylococcal infections (most skin 
infections) and is commonly used for long (6-8 week) courses against deep skin 
infections(pyodermas) or kidney infections (pyelonephritis) without concern of adverse 
reaction. 
Cephalexin can be given with or without food and is typically given 2-3 times daily. If a dose 
is accidentally skipped, give the dose when it is remembered and time the next dose 
accordingly. Cephalexin should be stored at room temperature away from light, though 
prepared oral suspension should be refrigerated. 
 
Side Effects: 
Nausea may be seen in some individuals receiving cephalexin. In general, this problem is 
solved by giving the medication with food. 
Occasionally cats will develop a fever in response to cephalexin. If this occurs, a different 
antibiotic should be selected. Inform your veterinarian. 
Occasionally dogs will develop hyperexcitability and drooling in response to taking 
cephalexin. If this occurs, another antibiotic should be selected. Inform your veterinarian. 
 
Interactions with other Drugs: 
In treating more serious infections, cephalosporins are often used in combination with other 
antibiotics to cover a broader group of bacteria when a specific agent of infection is not 
known. 
Concurrent use of cephalexin with omeprazole (strong antacid) or metoclopramide 
(stomach motility modifier) can lead to higher system levels of cephalexin which could be a 
problem. 
 
Concerns and Cautions 
This medication is commonly used for several months without monitoring tests of any kind. 
It is felt to be safe for long-term use. The oral suspension is only good for a 2-week period 
after it has been reconstituted and must be refrigerated. Capsules and tablets should be 
stored at room temperature away from light. 
Cephalexin does not cross into milk well and thus is probably not a concern in lactating 
females. It does, however, cross the placenta and is best not used in pregnancy if it can be 
avoided. 
If a dose is skipped, do not double up on the next dose. Should nausea result, give it with 
food. 


