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What is this medication used for:

Amoxicillin is regarded as having a fairly broad spectrum against many bacteria, so it
is used on organisms known to be sensitive to it; plus, it is a good choice when the
sensitivity of bacteria is unknown. It is especially helpful in anaerobic infections
(those which grow withoutthe benefit of oxygen). Typical uses might include:

Infected bite wounds, upper respiratory infections, infected teeth, bladder infections,
and skin infections.

Amoxicillin-clavulanic acid is usually given twice daily. Nausea, if any, can be
relieved by giving it with food. If a dose is accidentally skipped, do not double up on
the next dose. Simply give the next dose as scheduled.

Interactions with Other Drugs:

When the organism in a serious infection cannot be isolated, a common strategy is
to attempt to "cover" all possible bacteria. The amoxicillin-clavulanate combination is
frequently used concurrently with other antibiotics for this purpose. A synergistic
combination is believed to occur between amoxicillin and members of the quinolone
class of antibiotics (enrofloxacin, marbofloxacin, etc.).

Methotrexate, a common chemotherapy agent, can build up to toxic levels when
used at the same time as amoxicillin.

Side Effects:
Some individuals get nauseous with this medication. Giving the medication with food
seems to reduce this effect.

Special Cautions:
The oral suspension should be refrigerated, though if it is mistakenly left out of

refrigerator for one day, this is not a problem. The oral suspension should be
discarded after 10 days. Amoxicillin-clavulanic acid may be given with or without
food.

Amoxicillin-clavulanic acid will cross the placenta in a pregnant patient but is felt to
be safe for use during pregnancy.

Human formulations have differing amounts of amoxicillin and clavulanic acid, and
strengths are usually expressed only in the amounts of amoxicillin present. It may be
challenging to find a human product that is truly comparable to the veterinary
product.



