
Cough Tablets (Dextromethorphan/Guaifenesin) has been prescribed to 
your pet today.  
 
This information sheet does not contain all available information for this medication and has 
not been reviewed by FDA Center for Veterinary Medicine. This sheet can help answer 
commonly asked questions but is not a substitute for medical advice. If you have other 
questions or need more information about this medication, contact your veterinarian or 
pharmacist. 
 
How is this medication useful? 
Dextromethorphan/guaifenesin is used to help relieve cough in dogs and cats. 
Dextromethorphan is a cough suppressant, and guaifenesin helps clear mucus from the 
lungs and airway.  
 
How long until I will know if this medication is working, and how long will the effects 
of this medication last? 
This medication should help your animal start to feel better within 1 to 2 hours. The effects 
of this medication are short-lived, meaning they will stop working within 24 hours. The 
effects may last longer if your animal has decreased liver function. 
 
When should this medication not be used or be used very carefully? 
No drug is 100% safe in all patients, but your veterinarian will discuss with you any specific 
concerns about using this medication in your animal. 
This medication should be used WITH CAUTION in patients: 

●​ With a chronic cough 

●​ With decreased liver function 

●​ That are currently taking or have recently taken monoamine oxidase medications, 
such as selegiline 

●​ That are wearing or have recently worn certain flea/tick collars, such as an amitraz 
collar 

 
What are the side effects of this medication? 
Common side effects include: 

●​ Low energy level 

●​ Decreased appetite, vomiting, or diarrhea 

 
 



You do not have to be overly concerned if you see any of these signs unless they are 
severe, worsen, or continue to be a problem. Contact your veterinarian if this happens. 
Side effects that may be serious or indicate a serious problem: 

●​ Extreme agitation or nervousness 

●​ Rapid heartbeat or collapse 

●​ Muscle rigidity, tremors, or difficulty walking 

If my animal gets too much of this medication (an overdose), what should I do? 
If you witness or suspect an overdose, contact your veterinarian or an animal poison control 
center for further advice. Animal poison control centers that are open 24 hours a day 
include ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center (888-426-4435) and Pet Poison Helpline 
(855-764-7661); a consultation fee is charged for these services. 
 
How should this medication be given? 
For this medication to work, give it exactly as your veterinarian has prescribed. Always 
check the label to be sure you are giving the medication correctly. Give this medication with 
or without food. If your animal vomits or acts sick after receiving the drug on an empty 
stomach, try giving the next dose with food or a small treat. 
Measure liquids using an oral syringe, medicine cup, or dosing spoon. Do not use 
household measuring devices. 
This medication can be given for various lengths of time. Be sure you understand how long 
your veterinarian wants you to continue giving this medication. 
 
What should I do if I miss giving a dose of this medication? 
If you miss a dose, skip the missed dose and give the next dose when it is usually time to 
do so. Do not double 


